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SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 365  

By  Henry 

 

 
A RESOLUTION to honor the memory of Dan Miller of Nashville. 

 WHEREAS, the members of this General Assembly were greatly saddened to learn of 

the untimely passing of Zachariah Daniel "Dan" Miller III; and  

 WHEREAS, appropriately acknowledged as one of the most popular and longest-

tenured news anchors in Middle Tennessee, Dan Miller was a beloved and highly respected 

Nashville television personality, who worked assiduously to improve the quality of life for his 

fellow citizens in numerous capacities; and 

 WHEREAS, perceived as an "ordinary guy" by his legions of television viewers, Dan 

Miller was an extraordinary gentleman, blessed with the ability to display his authentic warmth 

and compassion, along with his legendary sense of humor, while delivering the news in the very 

best tradition of quality broadcast journalism; and 

 WHEREAS, born in Augusta, Georgia, in 1941, Dan Miller was the son of the late 

Zachariah Daniel Miller, Jr., and Frances Giles Scott Miller; he was a 1959 graduate of 

Richmond Academy in Augusta and attended Augusta College; and  

 WHEREAS, Mr. Miller launched his television broadcasting career in his hometown, 

working at both WJBF-TV and WRDW-TV, before moving on to WIS-TV in Columbia, South 

Carolina, in 1966; and  

 WHEREAS, arriving in Nashville in 1969, Dan Miller began his legendary career with 

WSM-TV, now WSMV-TV, as a weatherman and part-time anchor; he began his historic tenure 

as principal anchor of the evening news in 1971, and spent a total of thirty-one years delivering 

the news to Middle Tennessee with his warm smile and engaging style that generations of 

viewers would come to know; and  
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 WHEREAS, no stranger to awards and accolades, Dan Miller was the recipient of 

multiple Emmy Awards and was the first on-air personality to win the Emmy's prestigious 

Governor's Award for Lifetime Achievement; and  

WHEREAS, voted the Best News Anchor in Nashville more than twenty times in local 

publications over the years, in 1986, Dan Miller received national acclaim when he was 

recognized by Television/Radio Age magazine as the Most Popular News Anchor in the United 

States; and  

WHEREAS, Mr. Miller excelled at interviews and put this skill to use on his enormously 

popular Miller and Company program, going one on one in a restaurant booth setting with a vast 

array of local, state, and national figures, including a universe of celebrities from the arts, 

athletes, politicians, fellow journalists, and fascinating people from all walks of life; and  

WHEREAS, after sixteen years at WSMV, Dan Miller was named the principal anchor at 

KCBS in Los Angeles, California, in 1986; moving on to the CBS Entertainment Division, he 

joined his good friend Pat Sajak as sidekick on the late-night "Pat Sajak Show"; and  

WHEREAS, spending five years in Los Angeles, he also appeared on The CBS Morning 

Show and was a guest and frequent substitute host on the Tom Snyder ABC radio show; he 

later appeared with Mr. Snyder on his CNBC cable talk show; and  

WHEREAS, soon after returning to Nashville in 1992, Dan Miller again became the 

area's most popular and most trusted news broadcaster, describing the return himself as "like 

going home after being away for a while. It just felt like where I was supposed to be."; and  

 WHEREAS, adored by his peers and colleagues, both past and present, Dan Miller was 

a loyal friend and big brother figure to many, sharing his vast experience and wisdom, while 

always leading by example with professionalism and a dedicated journalist's penchant for 

accuracy, competency, and integrity; and  

 WHEREAS, despite the many demands placed upon his time, Dan Miller also 

contributed his remarkable talents to his community, supporting such charitable efforts as the 

Martha O'Bryan Center, the Circle Players, and Ensworth School; and  

 WHEREAS, a truly gifted writer, Dan Miller loved writing and was the first local news 

anchor with a regular blog, the landmark Dan Miller's Notebook, where he shared his wonderful 

thoughts, humorous tales, and insightful stories; and  
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 WHEREAS, a gentleman of many talents, Dan Miller was a trained actor, a painter, a 

philosopher, and a movie buff who loved sports, being a fan of the Atlanta Braves and the 

Vanderbilt Commodores, but especially the Masters golf tournament at Augusta National Golf 

Course in his hometown, which he was attending at the time of his death; and  

 WHEREAS, an active member of Westminster Presbyterian Church, Mr. Miller was a 

faithful charitable supporter of the church and shared his time and talents in numerous 

capacities; and  

 WHEREAS, the definitive family man, Dan Miller was a wonderful father and doting 

grandfather who dearly loved his children and grandchildren; although two of his three 

grandchildren live in Germany, the ocean between them did not stop him from spending time 

with them every year; and  

 WHEREAS, a devoted husband, father, and grandfather, he is survived by his beloved 

wife, Karen Wedgeworth Miller; four adoring children, son, Stephen Daniel Miller, daughter and 

son-in-law, Jennifer Miller Blumenthal and Marcus Blumenthal, daughter and son-in-law, Darcy 

Miller Lashinsky and Darin Lashinsky, and daughter, Karen McKensie Giles Miller; and his three 

treasured grandchildren, Marcus Felix Daniel Blumenthal, Elouise Sophie Blumenthal, and 

Philip Daniel Lashinsky; and  

WHEREAS, he will be sadly mourned but fondly remembered by his brother, Lynwood 

Scott Miller; his two sisters, Sara Miller Harper and Debra Miller Stayner; numerous nieces and 

nephews; and a host of dear friends and colleagues along with hundreds of thousands of 

television viewers across the State of Tennessee who considered him a part of their family; and  

 WHEREAS, Mr. Miller leaves behind an indelible legacy of integrity and probity in public 

life, compassion and loyalty in private life, and diligence and dedication in all his chosen 

endeavors; and 

 WHEREAS, seldom do men of his stature walk among us and it is fitting that this 

General Assembly should pause to remember the bountiful life of this exceptional broadcast 

news professional, public servant, and human being; now, therefore, 

 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE ONE HUNDRED SIXTH GENERAL 

ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

CONCURRING, that we honor the memory of Zachariah Daniel (Dan) Miller III, reflecting fondly 
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upon his impeccable character, his professionalism and devotion to excellence, as we pay 

tribute to his many years of distinguished work in broadcast journalism and his stalwart 

commitment to living the examined life with courage and conviction. 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that we express our sympathy and offer our condolences 

to the family of Mr. Miller. 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, than an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared 

for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy. 


